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Endowment DKK 10m

Established in December 
2014 in Copenhagen

Descendants of 
Villum Kann
Rasmussen

Donation DKK 1bn over 10 years

Statutes and rules of procedure

Board of  Directors

KR Foundation’s Origin



Statutes: ”The purpose of the Foundation 
is… to promote work of any kind for the 
benefit of the climate, environment, nature, 
sustainability and resilience. 

The Foundation shall act internationally, 
holistically and on a long-term basis and 
shall focus on the fundamental challenges
within the scope described herein.” 

Mission: Addressing root causes of climate
change and environmental degradation.

KR Foundation’s Mission



Network-building, Coordination, Communication and Administration

PROGRAMME AREA

Sustainable
Behaviour: 

Mainstreaming low-
impact living

Change the demand!

PROGRAMME AREA

Sustainable Finance: 
Keeping fossil fuels in the 
ground

Stop the supply!

PARTNERSHIP
Partners for a New Economy

Transform the economic system!

Cross-cutting projects
and mission-critical

organisations

KR Foundation’s Funding Areas



KR Foundation part of an international network of climate foundations

Private philanthropies:

”Regranters”:Funding numbers and qualitative information are non-binding, confidential estimates for discussion purposes only. Confidential – do not share. 
CLIMATEWORKS GLOBAL VIEW 
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How Has Climate Philanthropy Responded?
ClimateWorks has comprehensively tracked 
philanthropic grantmaking for climate 
mitigation since 2015.*

In the five years 2015—2019, philanthropic 
funding for climate change has grown by at 
least 25 percent.

As illustrated on the following pages, in that 
time philanthropy has expanded to new 
geographies, sectors, and tactics to better 
respond to the evolving challenges of 
climate change mitigation.

à Important: Information on funding from 
foundations outside of the Funders Table is 
added to our dataset as it becomes 
available; we do not yet have full information 
on “Non-FT” funding in 2018 or 2019. As 
shown at right, we’ve added error bars to 
these years, based on average funding from 
this group of foundations in 2015—2017, to 
indicate where total funding is likely to land 
in these years.

*For 2008—2012, ClimateWorks has information on funding by the ClimateWorks Network; for 2013—2014, ClimateWorks has information on funding by the 
ClimateWorks Network and limited additional climate philanthropy.
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And climate
philanthropy is 
growing



But only small proportion of philanthropy is for climate mitigation…

• ClimateWorks estimates that less than 
1% of annual foundation giving in the 
US and EU goes to support climate 
change mitigation (2017).

• Damvad Analytics estimates that
approx. 0.8% of annual foundation
giving in Denmark goes to support 
climate change mitigation (2017).

Sources: Foundation Center, Giving USA, European Foundation Center, Donors and 
Foundations Network in Europe, and ClimateWorks Foundation. 



72% of the more than 10,000 Danish foundations do not support the 
Sustainable Development Goals

72% of the total 10,215 Danish foundations do 
not actively or indirectly support the 
Sustainable Development Goals. It is in 
particular the small foundations that do not 
support the SDGs, and the reasons they state
are that they do not have the resources to 
organize the foundation’s activities according to 
the SDGs or because it does not fit their
statutes. 

Source: Fondens Videnscenter



Four VKR foundations are now collaborating on impact investments

• 4 foundations in Denmark, USA and 
Switzerland

• Separate foundations but shared
values

• >$235m in impact investments in 
2020-2025



Debate about the future role of philanthropy

Public and the private actors have 
made bold strategies and 
commitments to respond to the 
climate crisis, but we are yet to see a 
coordinated and substantial effort 
from philanthropy. 


